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Objectives

Grammar:
The past continuous

Reading
Reading a newspaper article about pollution 

Listening
Listening to a conversation about cleaning up a
park

Speaking
Describing an event in the past

Writing
Writing a description of an event

L E S S O N  1  S B  p a g e  2 3

Outcomes: 

•	To	use	adjectives	to	describe	places

•	To	read	about	a	canal	and	answer	questions

•	To	carry	out	an	internet	search	about	Egypt’s	
canals

Before using the book: 

•	 Write the title of the unit A clean country on the 
board and ask the students to tell you what they 
think this means and what they will study in the 
unit. Confirm any correct answers.

•	 Ask the students to work in small groups to 
discuss how cities or places in the countryside 
become dirty or polluted and why, for example, 
litter or exhaust fumes from cars.

•	 Stop the discussions after a few minutes and ask 
different students to talk about what their group 
discussed. Make a list of problems on the board.

•	 Put the students into new groups and ask them 
to discuss what people or governments could 
do to solve the problems listed on the board, for 
example, walking or cycling to work, providing 
more litterbins and so on.

•	 Invite the students from different groups to share 
their ideas.

& SB Page 23

clean    dirty    polluted    
beautiful    ugly   unhealthy

Objectives
•	 Grammar  The past continuous

•	 Reading  Reading a newspaper 
article about pollution

•	 Listening  Listening to a 
conversation about cleaning up 
a park

•	 Speaking  Describing an event 
in the past

•	 Writing  Writing a description 
of an event
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Lesson 1

A clean country

Use	these	words	to	
describe	the	pictures

Read	a	magazine	article	about	a	canal.	
What	do	these	words	describe?

1 hot …..……........................................

2 unhealthy …..……..

3 beautiful …..……..

Answer	these	questions

1 Why is it important for the canals to be clean? 

2 What was making the Abou El Menagga canal 
polluted?  

3 What were students doing when they were at 
the canal? 

4 How did they  
collect money? 

5 What happened  
when people  
looked at the  
posters?

1

2

3

The canals of the Nile are very 

important. We use the canals to get 

clean water for drinking and for farms. 

In 2013, there was a problem in the 

Abou El Menagga canal in Qaliubiya. 

There was rubbish in the water and the 

canal was becoming polluted and ugly. 

The weather was very hot that summer 

and the water was not moving. It was 

getting dirty and unhealthy.

Some students from a local school 

learned about the problem when they 

were having a picnic near the canal. 

While they were eating, they talked 

about the problem. They didn’t want 

people and animals to get sick. They 

wanted the canal to be a healthy place 

again. They asked to collect money to 

help clean the canal. They decided to 

do a six-kilometre walk.

A student told our journalist, “Before 

the walk, we asked the Governor if we 

could collect money. He agreed and 

printed tickets for us to give to the 

people who paid us money. Then we 

designed the posters, they all wanted 

to help us. We collected a lot of money, 

and 70 trucks helped us clean the area.”

“Why did we do it? Because we love 

our beautiful country and we want to 

stop pollution,” said the students.

A dirty canal

Internet search

Find out about Egypt’s 
most important canals. 
Where are they?

the weather that summer

23

1 Use these words to describe the pictures

1 Draw attention to the Objectives box on page 
23, which refers to the objectives of the unit, and 
explain in Arabic if necessary.

2 Now ask the students to look at the pictures 
in exercise 1 and ask What can you see? (two 
different canals), encouraging them to compare 
the pictures. Check the meaning of canal and 
then ask which place they would prefer to live in 
and why.

3 Elicit which parts of speech are used to describe 
places, people or things (adjectives). Brainstorm 
a list of adjectives to describe the pictures. Ask 
the students to look at the adjectives in the box 
and compare them with the list on the board. 

4 Then ask the students to work in small groups 
to describe the pictures, using the adjectives in 
the box. Go round and monitor while they are 
working, helping where necessary.

5 Hold a short class discussion about why places 
become dirty or polluted, for example, because 

UNIT

5 A clean country
SB pages 23–27  WB pages 15–17
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of industry and traffic. Then ask what could 
be done to make places cleaner (for example, 
collecting rubbish, sharing car journeys to 
reduce fumes).

Example answers:

The first canal is dirty and polluted. It is very 
ugly and looks unhealthy.

The second canal is clean and beautiful. It is not 
polluted. 

2 Read a magazine article about a canal. What  
 do these words describe?

1 Ask the students what they know about canals 
and what they are used for. 

2 Ask the students to look at the adjectives in 
exercise 2 and give their opposites to check 
meaning (cold, healthy, ugly).

3 Now ask them to look at the title of the text and 
to predict what they think the article is about. 
Ask them to scan the article and find out what 
the adjectives refer to. 

4 Check the answers as a whole class. Ask the 
students whether their predictions were correct.

Answers: 

2 the water of the Abou El Menagga canal

3 Egypt/our country

3 Answer these questions

1 Ask the students to read the questions. Tell them 
that the information they need is in the text in 
exercise 2. Remind them that this time they 
will need to read the text more slowly, but they 
should not worry about any words they don’t 
know the meaning of at this point. 

2 The students read the text and find the answers. 

3 When they have finished, ask them to check their 
answers with a partner before checking them 
orally as a whole class. Encourage them to use 
complete sentences.

4 Ask the students to read the text again and make 
a note of any words they don’t know. Tell them 
to try to guess their meaning, using the context 
to help them. Then check the meanings of the 
words as a whole class. 

Answers: 

1 It is important because we use the canals to get   
 clean water for drinking and for farms.

2 The rubbish and the hot weather were making the   
 canal polluted.

3 They were having a picnic. 

4 They did a six-kilometre walk. 

5 People wanted to help them clean the canals. 

: Internet search

1 Ask the students whether they know any famous 
canals and where they are, for example the Suez 
and Panama canals.

2 Now tell the students that they are going to do 
an internet search to see what they can find out 
about important canals in Egypt. 

3 Ask them to look at the Internet search box, 
and encourage the students to make a list of 
important canals. Then assign a different canal 
to different pairs of students and ask them to find 
out more about them, for example, their history.

4 Ask the students to report their findings to the 
rest of the class. What did they find particularly 
interesting? 

L E S S O N  2  S B  p a g e 2 4  W B  p a g e 1 5

Outcomes: 

•	To	use	the	past	simple	and	the	past	continuous	in	
sentences

•	To	ask	and	answer	questions	using	the	past	
continuous



51

& SB Page 24

Underline	the	verbs	in	the	past	simple	 
and	circle	the	verbs	in	the	past	continuous

1 There was rubbish in the water and the canal was becoming 
polluted and ugly.

2 The weather was very hot that summer and the water was 
not moving.

3 Some students from a local school learned about the 
problem when they were having a picnic near the canal. 

4 While they were eating, they talked about the problem.

1

The	past	continuous
• We use the past continuous to talk about events that were in progress at a 

certain time during the past. 

• We often use when or while with the past continuous to describe an action 
that was in progress when another action (in the past simple) happened.

 When/While Mum was cooking, Grandfather arrived.

•	 We	can	also	use	when with the past simple.

 Mum was cooking when Grandfather arrived.

• We form the past continuous with subject + was/were (not) + verb + -ing. 

• We form the past continuous question with was/were + subject + verb + -ing: 
Was it raining when the game started? What were they doing yesterday?
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Workbook	page	15

2

3

Complete	the	sentences	with	the	past	simple	or	the	past	continuous	 
form	of	the	verbs	in	brackets

1 The boy …..............…….. (send) a text message when he …..….….. (walk) into a tree! 

2 While Amina …..…….. (play) in the garden, her mother …..…….. (call) her for lunch.  

3 “What …..…….. (you do) when I …..…….. (phone) you yesterday afternoon?” 
“I …..…….. (do) my homework.”

4 …..…….. (Sara watch) television yesterday between five and seven o’clock?

Ask	and	answer	questions	using	the	past	continuous

1 you/do/eight o’clock/yesterday morning?  

2 you/watch on TV/between six and eight o’clock last night? 

3 your friend/do/Tuesday at half past two? 
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Lesson 2

was sending walked

What were you  
doing at eight o’clock 
yesterday morning?

I was brushing  
my teeth.

1 Underline the verbs in the past simple and  
 circle the verbs in the past continuous

1 Elicit examples of the past simple by asking the 
students what they did last night/last weekend/
last week and so on. Ask them which rules they 
remember about using the past simple.

2 Ask the students to look at the picture in exercise 
1 and ask what they can see (some students 
having a picnic next to a canal). Then ask them 
to read the example sentence. Point out the 
underlined example of the past simple and ask 
them to look at the circled example of the past 
continuous. Ask why they think the tenses are 
different.

3 Ask the students to identify the verb forms in the 
rest of the sentences. Then ask them to copy the 
sentences into their copybooks and underline or 
circle the tenses.

4 Elicit the form of the past continuous and ask 
the students to read the rules in the Grammar 
box. Ask them to work in pairs to discuss each 
sentence, saying why the past continuous is used 
in each case.

5 Invite different students to read out each 

sentence and explain why the tenses are used. 
Ask which event was in progress and which 
action happened in the middle of it.

Answers: 

2 The weather was very hot that summer and the   
 water was not moving.

3 Some students from a local school learned about
 the problem when they were having a picnic near   
 the canal. 

4 While they were eating, they talked about the   
 problem. 

2 Complete the sentences with the past simple  
 or the past continuous form of the verbs in  
 brackets

1 Ask the students to look at the example sentence. 
Ask Which action started first? Sending a text 
message or walking into a tree? Draw a timeline 
on the board and write sending a text message 
underneath. Intersect the horizontal line with a 
shorter line to indicate walking into a tree, to 
show that the second action interrupted the first 
one. 

2 Repeat the process for sentences 2–4.

3 The students complete the exercise in pairs. 
Then invite different students to read out the 
completed sentences. 

Answers: 

2 While Amina was playing in the garden, her
 mother called her for lunch. 

3 “What were you doing when I phoned you
 yesterday afternoon?”

 “I was doing my homework.”

4 Was Sara watching television yesterday between
 five and seven o’clock?

3 Ask and answer questions using the past   
 continuous

1 Ask the students to tell you what they remember 
about using the past continuous. Ask several 
students what they were doing at a certain point 
in the past, for example What were you doing 
at nine o’clock last night? What were you doing 
this time last year?

2 Ask two students to read out the question and 
answer shown in the speech bubbles. Tell them 
that they are going to make similar dialogues 
themselves.
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3 The students ask and answer question in pairs. 
Remind them to use the past continuous. Go 
round and monitor while they are working, 
helping where necessary.

4 Then invite pairs of students to ask and answer 
questions for the rest of the class to listen. 

5 Play a quick miming game to consolidate 
what they have learned. Say At seven o’clock 
yesterday morning I was … and then mime an 
action for the students to guess. Encourage them 
to answer using full sentences, for example, 
You were eating your breakfast. Invite different 
students to mime actions for the rest of the class 
to guess.

Example answers:

1 What were you doing at eight o’clock   
 yesterday morning? I was brushing my teeth. 

2 What were you watching on TV between six  
 and eight o’clock last night? I was watching  
 a programme about animals.

3 What was your friend doing on Tuesday   
 at half past two? He/She was having a maths  
 lesson.

. WB Page 15

A clean 
country

1  Choose the correct words
1 Look at all those flowers! They are very good/ beautiful.

2 Ahmed’s shirt is dirty/polluted because he played football today.

3 It is healthy/unhealthy to eat a lot of sweets.

4 Don’t drink water from the canal because it is clean/polluted.

5 I don’t like those tall buildings. They are very ugly/amazing.

2  Complete the sentences with words from exercise 1
1 People who never play sports are sometimes  unhealthy.  

2 We cleaned the windows because they were   

3 The beach looks   in the morning sun.

4 I don’t like that big new hotel by the river. I think it’s very   

5  Rivers that go through cities are often dirty and    

3  Rewrite the sentences using the past continuous and 
the words in brackets

1  I am studying English today. (yesterday)

 I was studying English yesterday.
2  It is raining today. (last week)

 
3  You aren’t wearing a jumper today. (last night)

 
4 Is Ali playing tennis today? (on Saturday)

 
5 The family are having a picnic by the river today. (between one and three 

o’clock yesterday)
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5

15

1 Choose the correct words

1 Elicit the adjectives that the students have 
learned so far in the unit. Then ask them to look 
at the example and explain that they have to 
choose the correct adjective according to the 
context.

2 Ask them to complete the exercise in pairs and 
then check the answers as a whole class.

Answers: 

2 dirty 3 unhealthy 4 polluted 5 ugly

2 Complete the sentences with words from   
 exercise 1

1 Ask the students to close their books and try to 
remember the adjectives from exercise 1.

2 Then ask them to open their books and look at 
the example in exercise 2. Tell them that they 
have to complete the rest of the sentences with 
any of the adjectives from exercise 1.

3 The students complete the sentences in pairs. 
Then invite different students to read out the 
completed sentences for the rest of the class 
to say whether they have chosen the correct 
adjective. 

Answers: 

2 dirty 3 beautiful 4 ugly 5 polluted

3 Rewrite the sentences using the past   
 continuous and the words in brackets

1 Elicit the uses of the past continuous. Then 
ask the students to look at the example and ask 
which words have changed (am – was, today – 
yesterday).

2 Ask them to work in pairs to rewrite the 
sentences. Go round and monitor while they are 
working, helping where necessary.

3 Invite different students to read out the rewritten 
sentences.

Answers: 

2 It was raining last week.
3 You weren’t wearing a jumper last night.
4 Was Ali playing tennis on Saturday? 
5 The family were having a picnic by the river
 between one and three o’clock yesterday.
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L E S S O N  3  S B  p a g e  2 5

Outcomes: 

•	To	describe	scenes	using	the	past	continuous

•	To	ask	about	and	describe	scenes	using	the	past	
continuous

& SB Page 25
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What was (Adel) doing between  
ten and eleven o’clock? He was/wasn’t …

What were they doing at half past one? They were/weren’t …

Was he/she (having lunch)?  Yes, he/she was.   No, he/she wasn’t.

Who was (playing football)?  The (boys) were (playing football).

Was it (raining)? Yes, it was./No, it wasn’t.

Asking	about	and	describing	scenes

Lesson 3
Look	at	the	pictures	and	complete	the	sentences	with	the	past	
continuous	form	of	these	verbs

Listen	and	check

Look	at	the	pictures	again.	Then	 
cover	them.	What	can	you	remember?	

25
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1

2

3

a b

c d

1 On Friday, some children …..…............….. in the park. 

2 On Saturday, Adel and his parents …..…….. the park between ten and 
half past twelve. They …..…….. the rubbish from the grass. 

3 On Saturday at half past twelve, they …..…….. lunch at the café. 

4 At two o’clock, they …..…….. the rubbish bags to the car. 

carry    
play    
clean    
have    

collect

were playing

Friday Saturday 10 a.m. – 12.30 p.m.

Saturday 12.30 p.m. – 2 p.m. Saturday 2 p.m. – 2.30 p.m.

What were they 
doing on Saturday 
at  half past one?

1 Look at the pictures and complete the 
 sentences with the past continuous form of  
 these verbs

1 Ask the students to look at the pictures in 
exercise 1 and elicit where the people are in each 
picture (a, b and d = in the park, c = at a café). 
Point to each one and say When was it? for them 
to call out the times. Remind them that these 
times and actions were in the past. 

2 Ask the students to look at the verbs in the box 
and match them to a picture. Tell them that one 
of the pictures uses two of the verbs. 

3 Then ask them to look at the example sentence 
and tell them that they have to complete the rest 
of the sentences using a verb from the box in the 

past continuous.

4 The students complete the sentences in pairs. 
Then invite different students to read out the 
completed sentences but do not confirm whether 
they are correct at this point. 

2 Listen and check

1 Tell the students that they are going to listen and 
check their answers to exercise 1.

2 Play the recording for the students to listen 
and check their answers. Then invite different 
students to read each correct sentence again.

 Tapescript

Tarek: Hello, Adel! I phoned you on Saturday, but  
 you weren't at home. 

Adel: No, we were cleaning the park, Tarek!
Tarek: Why were you doing that? 
Adel: Because it was so dirty. On Friday, there  

 were a lot of people at the park. They were  
	 having	picnics.	But	in	the	evening,	there		
	 was	rubbish	everywhere!	So	the	next	day,		
 we decided to clean the park. 

Tarek:	 What	time	did	you	arrive	at	the	park?	
Adel:	 We	arrived	there	before	ten	o’clock.	From		

	 ten	to	half	past	twelve,	we	were	collecting		
 all the rubbish. 

Tarek:	 Were	you	working	at	half	past	twelve?
Adel:	 No,	we	weren't.	We	were	having	lunch		

 then! 
Tarek: What were you doing in the afternoon? 
Adel: We were carrying the rubbish bags to  

	 the	car.	When	we	finished	work,	the	park		
 was beautiful and clean! 



Answers: 

2 were cleaning, were collecting
3 were having    4 were carrying 

3 Look at the pictures again. Then cover them.  
 What can you remember?

1 Elicit the question and short answer forms of the  
 past continuous. Then ask the students to look at  
 the example in the speech bubble. Ask a 
 volunteer to answer the question using the 
 appropriate picture in exercise 1.

2 Then draw their attention to the Functions box, 
and ask them to read the questions and answers 
carefully. 

3 Now tell the students that they are going to 
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play a memory game. Explain that they have to 
memorise the pictures and times and then hold 
similar conversations using the past continuous, 
but they have to do this from memory.

4 Allow the students one minute to look at the 
pictures, remember who is in the picture, what 
they are doing and when it was. 

5 Tell the students to close their books and ask 
and answer questions about the pictures in small 
groups. Go round and monitor while they are 
working, helping where necessary.

6 Invite groups of students to ask and answer 
questions about each picture.

Answers: 

Students’ own answers

L E S S O N  4  S B  p a g e 2 6  W B  p a g e 1 6

Outcomes: 

•	To	complete	descriptions	of	events	using	the	past	
simple and the past continuous

•	To	write	a	paragraph	about	a	scene	using	the	past	
simple and the past continuous

& SB Page 26
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Lesson 4

2

Look	at	the	pictures.	Complete	the	sentences	using	the	past	
continuous	or	the	past	simple	form	of	the	verbs	in	brackets

1

1 Describe this scene in a 
paragraph. 

	 •	 What	time	was	it?

	 •		What	was	happening?

	 •		What	were	the	people	doing?

	 •	Who	is	the	man	with	the	red		
 jacket?

2 What happened next? Draw the 
scene and describe it.

At half past ten, the boy was sitting 

at a café with his father and sister. 

Workbook	page	16

a It was ten o’clock. The man in the red jacket 1 …..…….. (take) the phone while the 
boy’s mother 2 …..…….. (buy) some bananas. A woman 3 …..…….. (see) the man while 
she 4 …..…….. (sell) some apples.

b In the street, two men 5 …..…….. (carry) a big box. Some people 6 …..…….. (wait) for 
a bus. A plane 7 …..…….. (fly) in the sky. The boy 8 …..…….. (take) a photo of the man 
while he 9 …..…….. (run) away. The boy and his mother 10 …..…….. (show) the photo to 
the police.

took

a

b

c

1 Look at the pictures. Complete the   
 sentences using the past continuous or the  
 past simple form of the verbs in brackets

1 Ask the students to look at the pictures and ask 
where the people were (at the market, in the 
street).

2 Point to the different people and ask What was/
were he/she/they doing?

3 Elicit how the past simple and past continuous 
tenses can be used in the same sentence. Refer 
the students back to the Grammar box on 
Student’s Book page 22 if necessary.

4 Tell the students that paragraphs a and b belong 
to the two pictures. Ask them to look at the 
example and ask why the past simple is used 
(because the action happened while another 
action was already in progress). 

5 The students complete the paragraphs in pairs. 
Then invite different students to read out a 
sentence each to check the answers.
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Answers: 

2 was buying 3 saw 4 was selling 
5 were carrying 6 were waiting 7 was flying   
8 took 9 was running 10 showed

2 Project

1 Ask the students to quickly recap the story from 
exercise 1. Ask them what they think happened 
next. Accept any appropriate answers, then ask 
them to read the sentence under the picture in 
exercise 2. 

2 Ask the students to look at the verb in the 
sentence and decide why the past continuous 
was used. Then ask different students to say 
other sentences to describe the picture.

3 Tell the students that they are going to write 
their own paragraph to describe the scene. Then 
they are going to draw a picture to show what 
happened next and write a paragraph to describe 
it.

4 Put the students into pairs with someone they 
haven’t worked with so far in the unit. Ask them 
to answer the questions about the scene in the 
book.

5 Ask the students to write their paragraphs 
individually, using the examples in exercise 1 to 
help them. Go round and monitor while they are 
working, helping where necessary.

6 When they have finished writing, ask them to 
compare their paragraphs with their partner, 
correcting each other’s grammar and spelling. 
Then ask them to choose one of their paragraphs 
to read out to the class.

7 They should then imagine what happened next 
and draw the scene and describe it. They may 
complete this in class or for homework. Ask 
some of them to read their paragraphs to the 
class.

Answers: 

Students’ own answers
Students should recognise that the man with the 
red jacket is the man who took his mother’s mobile 
phone. The boy is showing his father and sister the 
photo of the man running away.
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1  What were these people doing yesterday at 8 a.m.? 
Read and match to make sentences

1 c  Sara was walking to the shops when  a the bus arrived.

2  Mr Osman was waiting in a queue when  b the museum opened.

3  The woman asked for some vegetables while  c she saw her friend.

4  The tour guide was talking to the tourists when  d  the man was carrying a box 
of tomatoes.

2  Write questions about the people in exercise 1. Use the 
past continuous

1 what/was/Sara/do/eight o’clock/morning?

  What was Sara doing at eight o’clock in the morning?
2 who/wait/in a queue/when/bus/arrive?

  
3 what/was/tour guide/do/when/museum/open?

  
4 was/the man/in the market/carry/a box of potatoes?

  

3  Now answer the questions in exercise 2
1  She was walking to the shops.
2  
3   
4   
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1 What were these people doing yesterday at 
 8 a.m.? Read and match to make sentences

1 Tell the students what you were doing at 8 a.m. 
yesterday, for example, I was having a cup of 
coffee and reading the newspaper. Then ask 
several students what they were doing at that 
time.

2 Ask the students to look at the picture and say 
what the different people were doing. Then tell 
them to read the sentence halves and match them 
according to what they can see in the picture.

3 Invite different students to read out the full 
sentences.

Answers: 

2 a 3 d 4 b 

2 Write questions about the people in exercise  
 1. Use the past continuous

1 Ask the students to identify the people in the 
picture according to the sentences in exercise 1. 

2 Then write the prompts from sentence 1 on 
the board and ask the students to construct the 
question.
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3 The students complete the rest of the exercise in 
pairs. Then invite different students to read out 
their questions.

Answers: 

2 Who was waiting in a queue when the bus arrived?
3 What was the tour guide doing when the museum   
 opened?
4 Was the man in the market carrying a box of   
 potatoes?

3 Now answer the questions in exercise 2

1 Complete the task orally before asking the 
students to write the answers as in the example 
and using exercise 1 to help them. 

2 Invite different students to read out the answers.

Answers: 

2 Mr Osman was waiting in a queue.
3 The tour guide was talking to the tourists.
4 No, he was carrying a box of tomatoes.

REVIEW S B  p a g e  2 7    W B  p a g e  1 7

Outcomes: 
•	To review and practise the vocabulary and 

structures of the unit

•	To practise using exclamation marks correctly

Before using the book:

•	 Write A clean country on the board and ask 
the students what they have learned in this unit. 
Brainstorm a list of topics, vocabulary and 
grammar points.

•	 Tell the students that they are now going to 
complete the review section for this unit, to see 
what they can remember.

& SB Page 27

Writing skills
Use	exclamation	marks	at	the	end	of	
sentences	to	show	surprise	or	emphasis:
That building is very tall!
It’s cold today!
I can’t find my book! 
Look at that!

Now	you	can	…
•	use	adjectives	to	describe	things

•	use	the	past	simple	and	the	past	continuous

•	describe	a	scene

Choose	the	correct	two	answers

1 I talked/was talking to my friend when the bus arrived/was arriving.

2 Ali sent/was sending you an email last night while he worked/was working at the 
computer. 

3 Did you have/Were you having lunch when Sara phoned/was phoning you yesterday? 

4 No, when Sara phoned/was phoning, I did/was doing my homework.

What	were	the	people	doing	yesterday	at	two	o’clock?	Make	
sentences	

Match	the	adjectives	with	their	opposites1

2

3

Workbook	page	17
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Review

beautiful    clean    cold    dirty    healthy    hot    ugly    unhealthy

A man

A woman 

A grandmother

Two children

A bus driver

A boy

was

were

carrying …

driving …

talking …

walking …

cleaning …

waving …

1 Match the adjectives with their opposites

1 Elicit the adjectives that the students have 
learned in the unit. 

2 Ask the students to look at the example and 
complete the matching exercise individually.

3 The students compare their answers in pairs. 
Then check the answers as a whole class.

Answers: 

clean – dirty, cold – hot, healthy – unhealthy

2 Choose the correct two answers

1 Ask the students to tell you which tense is used 
to talk about an action which happened while 
another was in progress (past simple).

2 Ask the students to read the example and elicit 
the second answer (arrived). 

3 The students complete the exercise in pairs. 
Then invite different students to read out the 
completed sentences.



57

Answers: 

1 was talking, arrived
2 sent, was working
3 Were you having, phoned
4 phoned, was doing

3 What were the people doing yesterday at two  
 o’clock? Make sentences

1 Ask the students to look at the picture in
 exercise 3 and identify the people in the table.

2 Ask a volunteer to make a sentence using the 
phrases in the box and the picture.

3 The students work in pairs to make sentences 
about the people in the picture. Then invite 
different students to say one of their sentences.

4 You could extend the activity by asking the 
students to draw their own pictures and asking 
their partners to describe them.

Example answers:

A man was cleaning his car.

A woman was carrying her shopping. 

A grandmother was talking to a boy. 

Two children were waving to the bus driver.

A bus driver was driving a bus. 

A boy was walking home from school.

Writing skills

1 Ask the students to look at the first sentence and 
find the exclamation mark. Ask them what they 
think it means. Invite them to say the sentence 
using appropriate intonation to indicate surprise 
or emphasis. 

2 Repeat the process with the other sentences and 
ask the students to practise writing exclamation 
marks if they are unfamiliar with them. 

. WB Page 17
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1  Punctuate the following sentences 
1 The weather was very windy last winter

  The weather was very windy last winter.
2 What were you doing between one and two o’clock yesterday

  
3 Look A man is taking that woman’s shopping bags

  
4 This canal is very clean Is that canal clean, too

  

2  Look at the picture and write a description

•	 Salma took this picture yesterday. What were the people doing?

•	 Write about all the people in the picture. Use the past continuous.

•	 Use the past simple to describe the weather and other details.

Remember to use exclamation marks at the end of sentences to show surprise or 
emphasis. 
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1 Punctuate the following sentences

1 Write the example sentence on the board. Ask 
the students what punctuation mark it should 
have at the end (full stop) and why (the word 
order shows it isn’t a question and there is 
nothing surprising about the information). Ask a 
few students to read the sentence aloud.

2 Now change the full stop to an exclamation 
mark. Read the sentence with intonation that 
shows surprise or emphasis. Ask a few other 
students to read the sentence aloud with the 
correct intonation.

3 Then ask them to work in pairs to rewrite the 
rest of the sentences using the appropriate 
punctuation. Tell them that they may need to use 
more than one mark in each line.

4 While they are working, write the sentences 
on the board without the punctuation. Then 
check the answers by inviting different students 
to come to the board and add the appropriate 
punctuation. The students may have different 
ideas about the use of full stops or exclamation 
marks. Explain that it depends on the writer’s 
intention, and that the way the sentence is 
spoken will differ according to the punctuation.
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5 Ask several students to read sentences 3 and 4 
with and without exclamation marks.

Example answers:

2 What were you doing between one and two  
 o’clock yesterday?

3 Look! A man is taking that woman’s   
 shopping bags. / Look! A man is taking that  
 woman’s shopping bags!

4 This canal is very clean. Is that canal clean,  
 too? / This canal is very clean! Is that canal  
 clean, too?

2 Look at the picture and write a description

1 Ask the students to look at the picture in exercise 
2 and describe it in pairs. Invite different 
students to offer descriptions. 

2 The students then complete the task individually, 
using the prompts. Remind them to use the 
past simple and the past continuous, as well as 
appropriate punctuation. They should start their 
answer in the Workbook and continue in their 
copybooks if they need more space. Go round 
and monitor while they are working, helping 
where necessary.

3 Ask the students to exchange paragraphs with 
another student and to correct any errors with 
grammar or spelling. Then invite different 
students to read out what they have written about 
the picture.

Suggested answer:

When Salma took this picture, two men were 
carrying boxes of oranges. It was a hot day. 
A cat was jumping under a tree. A man was 
working in his garden. A woman was cleaning 
the windows of the house. A boy was riding a 
bicycle in the street. There were a lot of books 
on his bicycle. An old man was sitting and 
reading a newspaper. Some people were waiting 
in a queue for the bus. 

 

A s s e s s m e n t
Speaking task

Outcome: to describe an event in the past
Use SB page 26 exercise 1
In pairs, students practise telling the story of what   
happened in the pictures.

Reading task
Outcome: to read a newspaper article about 
pollution
Use SB page 23, exercise 2 text
Write the following questions on the board:
1 Give two reasons we need clean water.
2 What was the weather like in the summer   
 in 2013?
3 How far did the students walk?
4  How did the students tell people about the   
 problem?
5 What did the money pay for?
Students read the texts again and write their answers. 

Writing Task
Outcome: to write a description of an event
Use SB page 25, exercise 1
On the board, write these prompts:
On Saturday, between  10 and 12.30, ...
At 12.30, …
Students look at the pictures and write sentences 
using the prompts. 

Listening task
Outcome: to understand a conversation about 
cleaning up a park
Use the recording for SB page 25, exercise 2
On the board, write the following unfinished   
extracts from the recording:
1 On Friday, there were a lot of people at the
 park. They were ______.
2 From ten to half past twelve, we were ______.  
3 Were ______ at half past twelve?
4 No, we weren't. We were ______! 
Play the recording, pausing as necessary for   
the students to complete the missing words. 


