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CHAPTER ONE 
 

A. 
1 - c 19th 

2 - c nephew 
3 - a 1300 

4 - b a geology professor  
 

B.  
1 - d     2 - a     3 - f     4 - b     5 - c     6 - e 

 
C. 
Students’ own ideas.  
 

 
CHAPTER TWO 

 
A. 
1 - A     2 - P     3 - A     4 - P 
 

B. 
1. While he was fanning himself with the parchment in front of the window. He saw the 

back of the parchment and then the front. Suddenly he saw some Latin words which 
he knew. 

2. Axel didn’t want his uncle to find the secret message because he would want to make 
the journey himself and take Axel with him and they would never return to Hamburg. 

3. Axel decided to tell his uncle about the secret message when he felt sorry for his uncle 
because his face was white and his eyes were red, as he had had no sleep or food. 
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C. 
Students’ own opinions. 

 
 

CHAPTER THREE 
 

A. 
1 - d     2 - g     3 - e     4 - f     5 - h     6 - b     7 - a     8 - c 

 
B. 
1. Professor Lidenbrock prepared guns, tools and scientific instruments. They were 

packed into boxes. 

2. Professor Lidenbrock didn’t want to explore Reykjavik because the most interesting 
part of Iceland was under the ground. 

3. Professor Lidenbrock told Dr. Fridrikson that he was interested in exploring Iceland’s 
geology. 

4. The Professor was angry because he didn’t want to waste any time on his journey. 
5. He saw the name of Arne Saknussemm.  

 
C. 
Students’ own opinions. 
 

 
CHAPTER FOUR 

 
A. 
1 - h     2 - g     3 - f     4 - e     5 - d     6 - a     7 - c     8 - b 
 

B. 
1 - F     2 - F     3 - T     4 - F 

 
C. 
Students’ own opinions. 
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CHAPTER FIVE 
 

A. 
1. Axel finds a preserved shell of an insect. 

2. Hans gets hit by a hot jet of water. 
3. The group reaches 125 km below the earth’s surface. 

4. Axel gets lost. 
5. Axel faints. 

 
B. 
1. relieve 
2. persuade 

3. insect 
4. give up 

5. dreadful 
6. despair 

 
C. 
Students’ own opinions. 
 

 
CHAPTER SIX 

 
A. 
1 - b     2 - a     3 - c     4 - a 
 

B.  
1 - e     2 - f     3 - g     4 - a     5 - c     6 - b     7 - d 

 
C. 
1. Axel said this when he woke up from unconsciousness and he heard his uncle’s voice. 
2. The Professor said this after he had calculated how far Axel was from them. 

3. The Professor said this after he found Axel and Axel awoke again. 
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4. The Professor said this when he was looking at the giant mushrooms.  
 

D. 
Students’ own answers. 

 
 

CHAPTER SEVEN 
 

A. 
1 - c     2 - f     3 - e     4 - g     5 - a     6 - b     7 - d 

 
B. 
1. Hans caught a strange-looking fish. 
2. Professor Lidenbrock tried to find out how deep the sea was. 

3. Hans found teeth marks on the pickaxe. 
4. A huge monster threw the raft into the air. 

5. One of the sea monsters died. 
 

C.  
1. Professor Lidenbrock said this to Axel when there was a big storm on the sea. Axel 

wanted to lower the sail and take down the mast, but the Professor refused to do this. 
2. Axel said this to the Professor. Axel said this because his uncle wanted to get closer to 

the mammoths but Axel did not. 
3. The Professor said this to Axel when Axel said that no one would risk his life for the 

mammoths. The Professor said this because he saw a giant man looking after the 
mammoths. 

 
 

CHAPTER EIGHT 
 

A. 
1 - b     2 - a     3 - b     4 - c     5 - a 
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B. 
1. Axel found a knife shining in the sand. 

2. It was important because it was a few hundred years old and it showed that someone 
had been there before them. Also, the blade was rough, so it showed that someone had 
used this knife to carve his name on a stone. 

3. They saw his initials carved on the rock at the entrance to a dark tunnel. 

4. As soon as the gunpowder exploded, the shape of the rocks changed and a hole opened 
and the sea threw them forward. 

5. Axel thought that they would probably be killed soon, so there was no point in 
worrying about food. 

 
C. 
Students’ own answers. 
 

 
CHAPTER NINE 

 
A. 
1. The Professor thought it was their only chance of returning to the surface of the earth. 
2. He felt very excited and knew that they must be in the middle of an active volcano. 

3. Axel’s last memory was of Hans looking at him with a calm face. There was one last 
explosion and then Axel remembered no more. 

 
B. 
1. splash 
2. upwards 

3. unbearable 
4. compass 

5. active 
 

C. 
1. The Professor said this when they were going up on the raft. He didn’t know what 

would happen to them so they should be prepared for anything. 
2. Axel said this after he woke up and found that they were outside the volcano. 
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D. 
Students’ own answers. 
 

 
CHAPTER TEN 

 
A. 
1 - F     2 - T     3 - T     4 - T    
 

B. 
1 - b     2 - d     3 - a     4 - c 

 
C. 
Students’ own answers 
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PRACTICE TEST QUESTIONS 
FIRST TERM 

 
MODEL 1 
A. 
1. It takes place in 1863. 

2. The book was written by Snorri Sturlasson. 
3. It was more than 600 years old. 

4. The book was older. 
 

B. (Answers may vary) 
1. When the Professor read the words on the parchment, he gave a great cry and jumped 

to his feet. 
2. At first, Professor Lidenbrock thought that the parchment was written in Latin because 

scientists in the 16th centrury always wrote in Latin.  
 

 
MODEL 2 
A. (Answers may vary) 
1. He couldn’t read the writings on the Parchment because they were written in a secret 

code. 
2. Because he saw the name Arne Saknussemm and scientists from that time always 

wrote about their discoveries in Latin. 
3. Dr Fridrikson arranged for a guide to take them to Sneffels. 

4. He was helpful because Dr Lidenbrock had a letter of introduction and because Dr 
Fridrikson was also interested in Iceland’s geology. 

 
B. (Answers may vary) 

1. Professor Lidenbrock thought that the parchment was written by the owner of the book 
because the writing of the parchment was later than the writing of the book. 

2. The Professor said that he would neither eat nor sleep until he had broken the secret 
code of the parchment. 
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MODEL 3 
A. (Answers may vary) 

1. They packed guns, tools, and scientific instruments into boxes. 
2. He failed because his uncle insisted that they were scientists and they must go there 

and see for themselves (if what the parchment said was true). 
3. Hans led the way to Sneffels and he helped to find water and he built a raft. 

4. The exploers started to feel they had taken the wrong path when they saw insects 
preserved in the rocks because that meant the rocks were younger. 

 
B. (Answers may vary) 

1. Axel was just about to burn the parchment when his uncle walked into the room. 
2. Professor Lidenbrock told Dr Fridrikson that he was interested in exploring Iceland’s 

geology. 
 

 
MODEL 4 
A. (Answers may vary) 
1. They became sure that it was wrong when they came to a blank wall (and couldn’t go 

any farther). 
2. He suggested this when they ran out of water. 

3. The Professor said that if they didn’t find water in one day, they would go back. 
4. Axel felt stronger when he drank the last drops of water (from his uncle’s bottle). 

 
B. (Answers may vary) 

1. After the explorers left the coast road, the countryside of Iceland was strange and 
rocky. 

2. Sneffels had two peaks. One of them was called Scartaris. 
 

 
MODEL 5 
A. (Answers may vary) 
1. He cried out in pain because the water was boiling hot. 

2. They left the hole because the underground river would run beside them and show 
them the quickest way down. 
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3. They were under the Atlantic Ocean. 
4. He got lost and dropped his torch and then he fainted. 

 
B. (Answers may vary) 

1. Sneffels hadn’t erupted since the 13th century. 
2. Sneffels had a crater which led to the centre of the earth. 

 
 

MODEL 6 
A. (Answers may vary) 

1. The crater of Sneffels was shaped like an ice cream cone. 
2. They took the crater that was touched by the shadow of Scartaris at noon. 

3. The Professor believed that they were all wrong. 
4. Breathing quickly would relieve the pressure in his ears. 

 
B. (Answers may vary) 

1. Axel was afraid the volcano would erupt and dreamed that there was an explosion and 
he was shot up out of the volcano like a rocket. 

2. The Icelanders were kind people because they were pleased to see us. / they gave us 
the best food and drink and refused to take money.  

 
SECOND TERM 

 
MODEL 1 
A. (Answers may vary) 
1. He asked Alex to call him and he could calculate the distance by measuring how long 

it took the sound to reach him. 
2. They were six kilometres apart. 

3. He fell down a well and hit his head on a rock. 
4. When he awoke he saw his uncle watching him. (Later he awoke again and saw light 

everywhere.) 
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B. (Answers may vary) 
1. The explorers had entered the Earth through the extinct volcano of Sneffels and 

returned through the active volcano of Stromboli. 
2. When Axel fell, he broke his torch. 

 
 

MODEL 2 
A. (Answers may vary) 

1. The light was cold and white. It was not like sunlight or moonlight. 
2. The trees and plants were much taller than the trees and plants on the surface of the 

Earth. 
3. He intended to cross the sea on a raft that Hans made. 

4. He tied a hook onto the end of a rope and put some meat on it. 
 

B. (Answers may vary) 
1. When Hans caught an extinct fish, Axel wondered what other wonderful creatures they 

would meet. 
2. Hans caught a fish that existed only as a fossil on the surface of the Earth. 

 
 

MODEL 3 
A. (Answers may vary) 

1. The fish seemed strange because it didn’t have any eyes. It also had a flat head and no 
tail. 

2. He dreamed of lizards, whales, and birds that lived on the Earth millions of years ago. 
3. The Professor tied a pickaxe to the end of a long rope and threw it into the sea, but it 

did not touch the bottom. 
4. They were surprised to find tooth marks on the iron pickaxe. 

 
B. (Answers may vary) 

1. When the Professor pulled up the pickaxe that was tied to rope, he found tooth marks 
on it. 

2. Axel awakened suddenly because the raft had been lifted out of the water by a huge sea 
monster. 
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MODEL 4 
A. (Answers may vary) 

1. Axel found an old knife along the shore of the sea. 
2. They didn’t lower their sail because the Professor wanted to let the storm take them 

away. 
3. He forgot the dangers of their journey when they found the initials of Arne 

Saknussemm on the rock. 
4. Axel wanted to sail as far away as possible from the fountain of water. 

 
B. (Answers may vary) 

1. Axel’s gun would probably be useless against the sea monsters. 
2. The sea monsters did not attack the explorers. Instead, they attacked each other. 

 
 

MODEL 5 
A. (Answers may vary) 

1. The letters stand for Arne Saknussemm. 
2. Axel saw mammoths in the forest. 

3. He realised they were in an active volcano when their compass went crazy. 
4. He didn’t remember much because the heat was unbearable and he lost 

unconsciousness. 
 

B. (Answers may vary) 
1. The sea monsters’ fight lasted for two or three hours. 

2. When the explorers saw the huge fountain of water, the Professor wanted to go straight 
ahead to it. 

 
 

MODEL 6 
A. (Answers may vary) 

1. They realised they were in Italy when the boy answered them in Italian and told them 
the name of the mountain. 

2. He dreamed he was shot out of the Earth by a volcano, and this is what happened. 
3. They were thrown out of Stromboli. 
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4. They had left a cold country (Iceland) and travelled to a warm country (Italy). 
 

B. (Answers may vary) 
1. The huge dark shape in the sea was a high as a  mountain and at least two kilometres 

long. 
2. A geyser is a fountain of hot water that comes out of the ground. 


